The affection commonly called tic douloureux, or neuralgia, has its seat in the branches of those nerves that are distributed over the cheek, namely, the fifth and seventh pair of nerves, at the same time that no nerve in any part of the body is exempt from its attack, yet the fifth pair, or trifacial, seems to have been chosen as its favorite seat.
extent; it is, probably, from one or other of these anatomical circumstances, or from both of them combined, that the pain derives its peculiar character.
Its mode of attack differs in almost every case; in some the paroxysm commences with a dull obtuse pain not unlike an incipient tooth-ache, or some of the affections of the maxillary sinus, exciting at first, perhaps, little attention or alarm; gradually, however, it becomes more severe, and of more frequent recurrence, accompanied by acute, darting, plunging pains, shooting through the nerve affected, and the different branches of that nerve, with electrical rapidity, occasionally ceasing for a few moments as if for the purpose of rallying its scattered forces to renew the attack with redoubled energy; in this manner the unfortunate sufferer is thrown, as it were, into a state of frenzy.
After having continued in this way for some time, the pain gradually subsides and the violent flashes cease for the time.
The pain attacks other persons suddenly and without warning, with an intensity of suffering which it is difficult to describe 
